200            FORTY-FIVE YEABS UNDER THE FLAG

an Impressive funeral service was held In the presence of many

thousands of the people, after which a military band played the

hymn of Sweden amid the salvos of a minute-gun salute

fired near by.

"When these beautiful and simple services were concluded,
the casket, bearing all that was mortal of John Ericsson, was
borne to the railway station to be placed upon a special train
in waiting to carry it back to his native town. The route to
the station was lined by thousands of people, who had gathered
to pay the last earthly tribute of respect to their great coun-
tryman. Many years before Ericsson had left his country to
his fortune and fame in the land of the stranger. He was
poor and untitled, but ambitious. He was received back almost
with royal honors, to be buried in the native soil, surrounded for-
ever by the scenes of his younger days..

The day following Bang Oscar received the commander and
his officers in special audience, during which he expressed the
great satisfaction felt by himself and his people that the Gov-
ernment of the United States had so honored this great and
eminent Swede and had so complimented his countrymen and
country by sending his remains back to his hom^ with such
graceful thoughtfulness, in the magnificent cruiser Baltimore. He
invited the Minister, the Hon. "W. W. Thomas; the commander,
and all officers who could be spared from duty to dine with the
royal family at Drottningholm the next day; the royal yacht to
convey us from the city through the beautiful Lake Malar to
this splendid palace built on its shore. King Oscar, with mem-
bers of the royal family, accompanied by the Ministers of State
and the United States Minister, visited the Baltimore on the
18th and lunched with the commander and his officers. Fol-
lowing this an exquisite banquet was tendered to the officers by
the King's Cabinet, at which several hundred officers of the
Army and Navy and many distinguished civilians were present,
all of whom manifested the high appreciation felt throughout
Sweden for the generous and courtly act of our Government in
acceding so handsomely to the universal wish of the Swedish
people to have the remains of the great Swede within the soil
of his native land, honored by his fame and Ms eminent achieve-
ments as an engineer and inventor.n this presence was reverently placed
